
This week's Redstone happening
October 16, 2025

 

This week we are praying for the following congregations:

District 1 Churches
Puckety Presbyterian Church, Tony Brian Kilbert, Pastor
First Presbyterian Church, Murrysville, Ed Gray, Pastor

District 2 Churches
First Presbyterian Church, Jeannette, Dawn Sherwood, Pastor
Latrobe Presbyterian Church, Derek Campbell, Pastor

District 3 Churches
Mt. Washington Presbyterian Church, Farmington, Josh Scully,
Moderator
Little Redstone Presbyterian Church, Fayette City, Josh Scully,
Commissioned Pastor

District 4 Churches
Bethany Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, Robert Sheehan, Moderator
First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown, Doug Stevens, Moderator

~From Interim Executive Presbyter~

“Understanding Defeats Division"

Recently, I met the tense eyes of a driver at a local
intersection: my direction had the red light; he had the right to
go; but, he was totally confused about where to go, whether to
turn or go straight. Anyone new to a community knows that
predicament! Instead of giving in to my impatient-driver-
attitude, I was fully with him: “You can do it! And I’ll give you
time to do it!”

The spirit of help and encouragement can be a powerful one.
Robyn and I are focused on one room of our new house: more accurately, we’re

https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=421e11be-b21f-4647-ae0e-19fa0542d2ed


having the room worked on. I’m the gopher for a fellow who’s working on one part
of the project, and we’re having a contractor address the other part, thanks to a
couple of incredible realtors who have been the source of go-to experts along the
way. They are not only empathetic: they are paths to resolving issues. It’s the gift of
community rather than leaving us in our ignorance.

Yesterday, we witnessed that same spirit when we traveled to Laurelville at the
conclusion of this year’s Wee Kirk. Robyn has been a friend of Byron Borger and
his wife, Beth (the proprietors of Hearts and Minds bookstore that supplies books
for the event) for over forty years. The day before, Robyn heard the news that they
would have to pack up their wares hours before they had expected. So Robyn and I
drove down yesterday to help with the packaging. When we arrived, we saw at least
a dozen others joining in the packing process. A three-hour job became a one-hour
task through the power of community.

Our country is especially in need of that collective, communal spirit: division over
government policies that started at the top has trickled its way into local
communities and into our households. Division is winning over community: even
within the body of Christ. There is an old saying that says, “Never talk about
religion, politics, or money in mixed company.” I don’t know if that works for “mixed
company,” but its not the way of Christ. The problem is that we have not learned
how to lift up voices in ways that respect another and invites them into the
discussion. In the book of Proverbs we are taught that “rash words are like sword
thrusts, but the tongue of the wise brings healing (12:18),” and “a word fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in leaves of silver (25:11).” It isn’t that we shouldn’t talk about
matters of importance. It’s that we need to learn how to do so. To be clear, I’m not
encouraging debates; rather, I’m seeking understanding. Understanding isn’t about
winning. Understanding is about engaging and respecting and creating community,
something close to a sacrament for it follows the example of Christ’s repeated
effort to understand others. With that, perhaps we will shed our confusion of
division and embrace the community of the Body of Christ.

What do you think? ​

Peace in Christ,
Lon Weaver

~Presbytery News~

Dear friends,
Have you ever wanted to walk in the
footsteps of the Reformers?
We invite you to watch a new short video
from the Presbyterian Foundation that takes
you inside the International Museum of the

Reformation in Geneva, Switzerland. This beautifully filmed piece (appx. 6 minutes)
offers a glimpse into the heart of the Reformation and invites us to reflect on how
faith, courage, and conviction shaped the church 500 years ago, and continue to
shape us today.

Click Link to Watch the video

This video is ideal for use in your church:
As a moment for reflection during worship
As part of a Christian education class
Or to introduce a conversation about our Reformed heritage

We hope you’ll not only enjoy watching this video, but also share it with your
congregation, during worship, Sunday School, or other study group. It’s a
meaningful way to celebrate our Presbyterian identity and remind ourselves of the

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/experience-the-story-of-the-reformation/?bblinkid=286360847&bbemailid=59875499&bbejrid=-1010998828


enduring power of faith to transform lives and communities.
With gratitude for your ministry,
 
Presbyterian Foundation
www.presbyterianfoundation.org

Youth Adult Advisory Delegate To General Assembly to the
227th General Assembly of PC(USA). June 22 - July 2, 2026 in
Milwaukee, WI. A YAAD, or Young Adult Advisory Delegate, is a
young person between the ages of 18 and 23 who is elected by
a presbytery of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to serve on
their General Assembly.

Their primary role is to ensure the perspectives of young adults
are heard during the assembly, helping commissioners understand issues and
ideas that might otherwise be overlooked.

Please share the attached YAAD informational flyer with your young adults in your
congregations. If your church has a interested candidate, please contact the
Presbytery Office.

GROW YOUR FAITH THROUGH INTER-PRESBYTERY

LEADERSHIP FORMATION (IPLF)

Are you interested in deepening your spiritual journey and
biblical knowledge? The Inter-Presbytery Leadership
Formation (IPLF) program offers excellent opportunities for

both personal growth and leadership development. While IPLF helps prepare Ruling
Elders who feel called to become Commissioned Ruling Elders (CREs), the program
welcomes all who want to grow in their faith and biblical understanding. The program
features:
Monthly Saturday workshops and courses; In-depth Bible study; Leadership skill
development; Specialized topics like Stewardship; Flexible learning options

If you would like to learn more about joining IPLF, Please Contact Karen Gray at the
Presbytery Office 724-837-6737 or secretary@redstonepresbytery.org

IPLF is part of Redstone Presbytery's commitment to "Growing Leaders" - helping equip
both current and future church leaders while supporting individual spiritual growth. Join
us in this enriching educational opportunity

IPLF Fall Workshops

Fall Pastor and Elder Training Workshops presented by the Inter-Presbytery Leadership
Formation. All workshops will be hybrid offerings by Zoom and in-person from 12:30-3:30
p.m.

Saturday, November 8, 2025 - "Pastoral Care"
Meeting Location: Laboratory Presbyterian Church - 23 Manse Street, Washington, PA
Instructor: Rev. Sharon Woomer

Click Here to view the Full Schedule

https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/linkredirect?srcid=59875499&srctid=1&erid=-1010998828&trid=c057fd0b-70f8-4438-8103-6797cfdcf2cd&linkid=286360846&isbbox=1&pid=0
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=fc39c9960f&e=2bd795340b
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=fcfd42f06b&e=2bd795340b
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=fcfd42f06b&e=2bd795340b
mailto:secretary@redstonepresbytery.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/bb8a70b2301/b1e14c42-5812-4cb5-ac81-17562f5da355.pdf?rdr=true


The zoom login information is:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/7248330340?
pwd=gpnK4liH8GsZGOXApZLISyM18vgsVV.1
Meeting ID; 7248330340
Password: IPLF
  
Please contact the Presbytery office if you plan on attending in person or by Zoom
724-837-6737, secretary@redstonepresbytery.org

SYNOD NEW GRANT STRUCTURE UNVEILED
The Synod's new grant categories are broader and in tune to the
current needs our region is facing. Additionally, the new grant
categories do not have funding caps! The first step is easy; click
here to answer a few questions about your project or vision.
Synod staff will review your submission and send you the
application that best matches your needs. Questions? Do not

hesitate to reach out to Elizabeth Connelly (econnelly@syntrintiy.org)

PCUSA ADVENT RESOURCES

The 2025 PCUSA Store's Advent Resources are now available.
Included are resources for study, devotion, preaching, and more.
Many of the selections have downloadable samples available.
View the resources

~Events at our Churches~

https://8fkpqvmab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001VFoCS_COMtMKO8YvUCyO808V0NzjqrEEf3a6p9E0qKzSbIapKPYrLZdOmovc2pMEhAranIhXWTrOKkDQpd5vRhlVrgWoQMgeehz5iPhVSYrKhijE3cIbTr7XOYFS-7Lwk2mUNOILyQKUHMKa3YWQ71YrZXeq-H_r6DTkS4f_wDM80sRi5BIzds6ybmavby1mo4dAzqpw1qjGutgfO_jvZrPaVM6wV8AW&c=&ch=
mailto:secretary@redstonepresbytery.org
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=3e8e843498&e=2bd795340b
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=0280b8676c&e=2bd795340b
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=4c68347f41&e=2bd795340b






~Pine Springs Camp~

Annual Friends Dinner

Sunday, October 26, 2025
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Core Event Center - Irwin, PA

Join us for the PSC Friends Dinner on Sunday, October 26 at The
Core Event Center in Irwin, PA. It will be a joyful gathering of camp
friends, staff alumni, and our church families. We will hear from
campers, parents, and pastors how Pine Springs Camp has

encouraged them to BUILD on grace.
 Since 1948 the mission of Pine Springs Camp has remained the same: that every camper,
young and old, would have a vital encounter with Jesus Christ.

 
Come and celebrate Pine Springs Camp!

~Presbyterian Women~



LOVE GIFT OFFERING

This unique offering is only given by PW in Redstone
Presbytery to support mission trips of individuals or groups,
particularly the youth, from Redstone Presbytery. It also
supports a group attending the Youth Triennium. This year
$1000 was given to facilitate the youth from our presbytery
participating in the Triennium in July.

All women in the local PW groups are asked to give
generously once a year. The Love Gift is collected and dedicated at the Spring
Retreat. This year’s donation total for the Love gift is $159. Any member of
Redstone Presbytery, who is going on a mission trip, individually or with a group,
may apply for funding. Please click Application. It can also be downloaded from the
PW link on the Redstone Presbytery’s website, www.redstonepresbytery.org.
Applications are to be submitted to The Moderator of Redstone PW. Please
encourage groups from your church to apply for funding if they are planning a trip.

~From Outside Redstone Presbytery~

PRESBYTERIANS SUPPORTING CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (PSCE)
An opportunity for those interested in Christian Education. The PSCE program
provides cohorts of about eight people, with a facilitator, for support, education,

https://files.constantcontact.com/bb8a70b2301/ad6528dc-0ebc-488d-94df-8689a7cdd493.pdf?rdr=true


and spiritual growth. The groups meet once a month for a year, and are offered a
small stipend for their participation. Cohorts meet on Zoom and are made up of
folks from around the country. Additional information can be found here.
Applications are due by November 30, 2025. 

W. DON McCLURE LECTURE IN WORLD MISSION AND
EVANGELISM - Oct. 21st at Pittsburgh Theological
Seminary. Soon after Kenneth E. Bailey passed away in
2016 at the age of 85, the title of his obituary
in Christianity Today captured the significance of his
life in a few words: “The Scholar Who Made Jesus

Middle Eastern Again.” In the McClure Lecture this year, historian Michael Parker will
discuss Bailey's life as a Presbyterian missionary in the Middle East and the key ideas that
marked his scholarly contribution. Learn more and register

CIRCLE OF TRUST RETREAT: LAURELVILLE - Oct.
19-22 at Laurelville Retreat Center. In this Circle of
Trust retreat, you’ll be invited to listen deeply to your
own inner teacher within a trustworthy space.
Inspired by Frank Lloyd Wright’s architecture and its
integration of inner and outer worlds, we’ll explore

our own inner and outer landscapes and open pathways for greater congruence,
authenticity, and flow in our lives. The retreat includes trips to Fallingwater and
Kentuck Knob. There are a limited number of spots available, so register soon

https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=e15714561d&e=2bd795340b
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=1060d80a66&e=2bd795340b
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=1660eaa6e1&e=2bd795340b


FRED ROGERS INSTITUTE SYMPOSIUM SERIES
Supporting Children Through Divorce and Separation. Nov. 4th 12-
1PM by Zoom. Join us for a conversation with educators and other
child-serving professionals about what we can learn from Fred
Rogers' thoughts on supporting children through divorce and

separation. Register Here

Luminosity Conference 2026 is set for March 9-11 at the
Wyndham Lake Buena Vista Disney Springs resort
complex in Orlando, FL! This is your opportunity to

https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=cf0a00df33&e=2bd795340b


connect with pastors, church leaders, friends, and topical
specialists to ignite your imagination.

Discover practical ideas and hear real-life stories that will
advance your leadership and financial literacy for maximum
ministry effectiveness. Enjoy time with friends, colleagues
and fellow attendees as we explore the impact we can have
in our ministries, communities, and the world.

Early-bird registration is now open, and grants are
available for those who qualify.

For more information, check out the website luminosityconference.org

~Employment Opportunity~

Presbytery Staff

Rev. Dr. Lon Weaver
Interim Executive Presbyter

executive@redstonepresbytery.org

Rev. Cliff Foster
Interim Stated Clerk

hcfoster5@comcast.net
 

Karen Gray
Administrative Operations Manager
secretary@redstonepresbytery.org

Communicate the Word...
 

Carry on the Work...
 

Change the World...
 

Together
Presbytery of Redstone

www.redstonepresbytery.org

https://www.luminosityconference.org/
mailto:secretary@redstonepresbytery.org
http://www.redstonepresbytery.org


Office Hours:
Monday - Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.

 
Bobbie Shaffor

Bookkeeper
redstonepresbyterybookkeeper@gmail.com
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