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February 3, 2021

Please pray for...

District 1 Churches
 

>>Newlonsburg Presbyterian Church,
Murrysville, Cur�s Paul, Pastor

>>Union Presbyterian Church, Murrysville,
Sue Washburn, Interim Pastor

District 2 Churches
 

>>Maplewood Presbyterian Church,
Greensburg, Steve LaSor, Pastor

>>Westminster Presbyterian Church,
Greensburg, William Youmans, Interim
Pastor

District 3 Churches

>>Springhill Furnace Presbyterian Church,
Lake Lynn, Molly Hall, Covenant Pastor

>>Leisenring Presbyterian Church, Aleda
Menchyk, Moderator

District 4 Churches
 

>>First Presbyterian Church, Johnstown,
Alice Tondora, Pastor

>>Second Presbyterian Church,
Johnstown, Art Moffat, Temporary Supply

Reflections from ... Skip Noftzger, Executive Presbyter

"The Waters of Bap�sm: Jesus and Ours"

In the midst of all that is transpiring in our world, I was struck by the contrasts of our
liturgical and civic seasons. Many of us gathered (in person or remotely) several Sundays
back to once more hear the story of the ritualis�c beginning of Jesus’ ministry. As the
servant who would no longer claim his glory, he insists upon receiving John’s bap�sm to

“fulfill all righteousness” being beyond reproach in fulfilling his calling. Calvin noted that “the
general reason why Christ received bap�sm was, that he might render full obedience to the Father;
and the special reason was, that he might consecrate bap�sm in his own body, that we might have
it in common with him.”

So, this pivotal event serves the dual purpose of reminding us of the voluntary servanthood of the
one who we had celebrated previously with the coming of those from afar to offer worship and
homage to the “li�le, big king” who came among them as an infant. And now, when we entered
into the defining moments an�cipa�ng his upcoming ministry, he submi�ed in bap�sm and resisted
tempta�on.

In the midst of a world where all too o�en change is only sought through the acquisi�on and
claiming of power (which in turn, becomes its own end), we are challenged to consider the
ini�a�on of this public mission of the One who, in humility, would be both Savior and Lord of the
world.  And in that willingness to submit, Jesus’ iden�ty becomes clear through both heavenly dove
and voice, Spirit and word.

Yet, this bap�sm becomes for many of us an opportunity to remember our own bap�smal
covenant. In that cleansing water the sign and seal of God’s promises of being united with Christ in
death and resurrec�on. In Christ, we are claimed for a kingdom not of this “world,” but yet breaking
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forth in this created world; not of our own making, but one whose origin and authority is from
God’s very throne. May God’s covenantal grace signified in bap�sm remind us our iden�ty as well as
servants in God’s name and cover us in God’s presence renewing us for God’s world.    

REST, RENEWAL, RESILIENCE
 

The Synod of the Trinity is offering a Lenten Space for you.
This three hour virtual retreat is designed to give faith leaders
a chance to take a breath and a break in the midst of the
COVID-19 pandemic. A time of rest, refocus, and recharge.
Two opportunities are being offered - March 9 at 9:00 a.m. and March 10 at 1:30 p.m. Space
limited - so be sure to sign up soon if you want to participate. Click here for more information or
to register.

FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS... Addressing racism and the church. A confession and call to ac�on in the
Presbytery of Redstone that was adopted by Presbytery Council in August of 2020. If you would like
to use these resources for discussion in your churches please do so. The statement and video are
also available from the Presbytery website.

Stewardship Kaleidoscope 2021
 

Stewardship Kaleidoscope 2021 will be in
Cincinnati, OH, September 13-15, as well as offering
a virtual experience. This annual conference offers
education, worship, and amazing opportunities for

growth in stewardship and generosity.

This year we are excited to announce that Tod Bolsinger of Fuller Theological Seminary and
author of Canoeing the Mountains and Tempered Resilience will join us for two plenary sessions,
with the Rev. Dr. J. Herbert Nelson II, Stated Clerk of the PC(USA), leading us in worship.
There will have more than two dozen workshops for in-person attendees that address topics
from the spirituality of stewardship to practical tools for managing pledge campaigns.

Stewardship Kaleidoscope draws leaders from across the Presbyterian Church (USA) and other
ecumenical partners with content designed to help participants explore stewardship that has a
real impact on ministry.

Look for more speaker announcements and news about registration coming soon! Find
additional information about the 2021 and past conferences at StewardshipKaleidoscope.org.

REMINDER!! The Annual Statistical Report for 2020 will be due online at
https://oga.pcusa.org/stats by February 14, 2021. You will need a user name and
password to file this report and it will need to approved by your session prior to
submitting it. If you are unsure of what your user name and password is please call me
and I can provide it to you. 
 
You will also need to have the various annual reports, (2021 Terms of Call, Manse
Inspection Report, and List of Session Members by Class) required by the Presbytery,
submitted by March 31, 2021. You may file most of these reports online at
http://redstonepresbytery.org/clerk-of-session-annual-report if that is easier for you. This
does not require any type of login information. 
 
Although you can submit your membership numbers with the Presbytery form, that does
not fulfill the requirement of the complete annual statistical report at the General

https://www.syntrinity.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/pdarespite.pdf
http://redstonepresbytery.org/docman-lists/linked-documents/1594-for-such-a-time-as-this-council-statement-on-addressing-racism-pdf/file
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L1EVxJnOC9s&feature=youtu.be
https://bbox.blackbaudhosting.com/webforms/service/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2feml-pusa01.app.blackbaud.net%2fintv2%2fj%2f8E85ACD5-42F8-490B-986D-72E863744A32%2fr%2f8E85ACD5-42F8-490B-986D-72E863744A32_1ad24bfa-1fdc-4182-a8e1-7a965d2a517b%2fl%2fB2202022-3941-426A-A3E6-2E775E15CF50%2fc&srcid=28188262&srctid=1&erid=1841898020&trid=d764977f-0918-4486-a6ee-dcf7d6ad7049
https://oga.pcusa.stats/
http://redstonepresbytery.org/clerk-of-session-annual-report
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Assembly. You will still need to file the complete annual report to the Office of the
General Assembly at the web address listed above.
 
If you have any questions or need assistance with any of these filings, please do not
hesitate to contact Skip or me. We would be more than happy to help you.  

Update on COVID-19
Vaccines, Variants, and Various Other Items

Tuesday, February 9, 7-8:30 pm
Zoom

 
New Castle Presbytery welcomes Ruling Elder Lisa Allgood, Executive Presbyter for the
Presbytery of Cincinnati and immunocytochemist by trade. Lisa’s experience in the
pharmaceutical industry has been an invaluable gift to her colleagues across the PC(USA), and
she has been generous with her time in providing information and updates as the COVID-19
pandemic continues to wreak havoc.
 
For this gathering, Lisa will discuss the vaccines that are currently available and what those
vaccines do and don’t do. (Spoiler alert: you still have to wear a mask after being vaccinated!) She
will also provide information on the new variants of the virus that are beginning to appear and
what that might mean for group gatherings, especially for congregations.
 
We will have a time to explore questions and concerns, and think a little bit about how we are
best able to show love of God and love of neighbor given what we know about the virus. This
conversation will be streamed to the Presbytery’s Facebook page, technology permitting, and
recorded and available on the Presbytery’s YouTube channel a day or two after the event.
 
To participate on Zoom, please register in advance using the link below:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqcOCtrzoqG9Cy9lyM84h92Jb9ByzUzwAN

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Cindy at
ckohlmann@ncpresbytery.org.

The Inter-Presbytery Leadership Forma�on, a joint ministry of
Redstone, Washington, Upper Ohio Valley, Kiskiminetas, and
Pi�sburgh Presbyteries, are again offering workshops this
spring. Workshops include:

February 20, 2021 - Stewardship All Year ‘Round - Rev. Dr. Dan Hans, Instructor
March 20, 2021 - Vitality No Ma�er the Size: Small Church Health and Wellness - Rev. Lee
McDermo�, Instructor
April 17, 2021 - Crea�ve and Faithful Celebra�ons of the Sacraments - Rev. Laura Blank,
Instructor
May 15, 2021 - Shared Leadership in Ordered Ministries: Ruling Elders and Teaching Elders,
and How We Lead Together - Meg Steele and Rev. Jason Hefner, Instructors

These workshops are FREE and will be offered from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. They are offered via Zoom
video conferencing and may be available as in-person workshops as well. Please RSVP to Bobbie at
Redstone Presbytery and let her know if you are interested in a�ending any or all of these
workshops.

Presbyterian Foundation Stewardship
Ministry News February 2021

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEqcOCtrzoqG9Cy9lyM84h92Jb9ByzUzwAN
mailto:ckohlmann@ncpresbytery.org
mailto:secretary@redstonepresbytery.org
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Click here to read various articles from
this newsletter

NEW LENTEN DEVOTIONAL AVAILABLE AT THE PC(USA) STORE
 

Reflecting on Lenten themes of exodus, redemption, discipline, and
repentance, this Lenten devotional confronts the legacy of American slavery
and empowers readers for the work of racial justice. The publisher has also
created free digital resources, which include a group study guide, sermon
series guide, and images for use during worship or study.

INTERACTIVE STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION 
 

The Presbyterian Foundation is generously offering a day of online
stewardship training on Tuesday March 2. Topics include: Church
Mission and Sustainability, Virtual Campaigns and Online Giving,
and Practical Tips for Congregational Budgeting. Find more
information here.

Redstone Pastor Informa�on
 

Weekly Zoom Pastor Check-In 
 

Wednesdays at NOON - virtual food and fellowship 
 

Redstone Pastors Facebook Group

Ma�hew 25 Ini�a�ve
Nearly 500 PC(USA) congrega�ons have accepted the exci�ng and bold invita�on to
become "a Ma�hew 25 church." Look for ideas and opportuni�es that you church
too can join our Ma�hew 25 Ini�a�ve. See the worship and ministry resources by
clicking here.

Presbytery Staff
Richard "Skip" No�zger

Execu�ve Presbyter/Stated Clerk
blog address

twi�er address

Bobbie Mar�n
Administra�ve Assistant/Bookkeeper

Communicate the
Word...

Carry on the Work...

Change the World...

Together

https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/stewardship-newsletter/
https://www.pcusastore.com/Products/0664266835/lent-of-liberation.aspx
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=419228f8d7&e=2bd795340b
https://www.wjkbooks.com/Pages/Item/59969/Lent-of-Liberation-Digital-Resources.aspx
https://www.presbyterianfoundation.org/events/day-of-learning/
https://washingtonpresbytery.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7cd4cf3f8e262e23f778f9fde&id=91d54d0a53&e=2bd795340b
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001apuSr9pBDQIzdSv14pAsvSIXGTURu6yLFCNqZ84rgQt2fxJbjwvQ2ExzHjkpN5V4xE4dTLqrBdTW3PCQ3FJwfNw7UdJueYL1jKgTez41iFOgCT8zKN9-X6DKeS_WpqxuaJ7ZGxFgUJToV9NAp_mnRF40EH9hOZnWoxjop70bqAgdjHYcsBUaw3ylGEh2Pkt74_28xQFyobFrmFO6s8z9eA==&c=GXkfOcUhosIqqR86cebaI5ZIK46GsITVqfmbiiuHO9K7DvM_o_bC8Q==&ch=X_DRS5gTHMOROfPV3x5UWBbhj2hVPBW2wuN_J2HWjeSDWV2TwnbggQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001apuSr9pBDQIzdSv14pAsvSIXGTURu6yLFCNqZ84rgQt2fxJbjwvQ2LZuUmp4r_rOxw5POvAww9DiBA2lOztNWVz0Nj-gVBFMn5Vj-AraIOvJEa0JUgu68douxE2ZqfZ654yzHYFjCX1OY6G42d65f9rmwoIMhobCLiHWo8gOrx5d-KDXPjjtbA==&c=GXkfOcUhosIqqR86cebaI5ZIK46GsITVqfmbiiuHO9K7DvM_o_bC8Q==&ch=X_DRS5gTHMOROfPV3x5UWBbhj2hVPBW2wuN_J2HWjeSDWV2TwnbggQ==
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/
mailto:executive@redstonepresbytery.org
http://noftzger.tumblr.com/
http://www.twitter.com/RedstoneEP
mailto:secretary@redstonepresbytery.org
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